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Unit 4, Reading, exercise 2  

Top facts about … time zones  

There are 24 hours in a day, so is the world divided into 24 time zones? No, it isn’t. 

There are 38 time zones! All countries use Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) from 

Greenwich, London as the starting point. Countries are either ahead of or behind GMT.  

With 9,597 million square kilometres, China is a very big country. So it’s got a lot of time 

zones, right? No, it hasn’t. China has got only one enormous time zone.  

The International Space Station moves all the time, so which time zone is it in? That’s 

easy. The ISS has the same time as Greenwich.  

Do you want to celebrate your birthday twice? No problem. Start in Samoa and go just 

50 kilometres (25 minutes by plane) to American Samoa. When you travel, you cross 

the International Date Line and your birthday starts all over again! 


