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Unit 1, Reading and critical thinking, exercise 4 

The Netherlands: a good place to be a teenager 

1 Country Fact File 

Name: The Netherlands 

Population: 17 million 

Nationality: Dutch 

Capital city: Amsterdam 

Currency: The euro  

2 Meet Thomas 

Thomas: Hi, I’m Thomas. I’m 13 years old. I’m half English and half Dutch. 

This is me and my brother – we’re from Zwolle. I think the Netherlands is a 

great place to live.  

3 The number one place for happy teenagers is …  

the Netherlands. 

95% of Dutch teenagers say their life is good. Here are some of the 

reasons: 

People: People are open. It isn’t difficult for Dutch teenagers to talk to their 

parents and teachers.  

Food: The Dutch diet is good for you. 

Education: Dutch schools are good. Most students are happy at school. It’s 

easy to change subjects or repeat a year. 

4 Quick Fun Facts 

86% of Dutch people speak English as a second language.  

25% of the country is under the sea! The top place in the Netherlands is 

just 323 m high. 



The Dutch are bike crazy! A typical person cycles 900 km a year. 


